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FORM A - A R E A 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 ^ £ Q p (\? 

Assessor's Sheets USGS Quad 
Cblv AA-

Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 

CONCORD A A 

Town CONCORD 

eighborhood or village) 
Concord center 

14-44 sfaocsau StreeL; 
53-74 Belknap St r e e t 

r e s i d e n t i a l / 
conmercial 

uction Dates or Period 

I Condition 

mid-19th C. 
t o ca. 1925 

f a i r t o good 

Intrusions and Alterations. 

Sketch Map 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate 
sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate North. 

Acreage 

modern garage/ambulance s t a t i o n 
a t southwest corner or, i n t e r s e c t i o n 

ca. 3 acres 

Recorded by a e 

* a. torbes 
n r C T f r f ^ f F r ? r ? h? T r y n j e Hawks; E l i n o r Beane urgamzatron — f o t . ( j o n c o r d H i s t o r . Conm.— 

Date (month/day/year) 
July, 1992 

Follow Massachuse"- Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions fix- completing this form. 



AREA FORM ( 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L DESCRIPTION • set continuation sheet 
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas "within the community. 

The f i r s t block of lower Thoreau S t r e e t and t h e adjacent s e c t i o n of Belknap S t r e e t 
j u s t t o the east d i s p l a y a m i x t u r e of wood-frame r e s i d e n t i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e on small 
l o t s . The houses here i n c l u d e two three-bay story-and-a-half double-cottages a t #s 
27/29 and 37-41. The only p a i r of t h i s type of house i n Concord, i n s p i t e of 
t h e i r a l t e r e d c o n d i t i o n they provide a good i l l u s t r a t i o n of t h i s o l d Federal p e r i o d 
house-type i n t o the Greek Revival years of the middle of the n i n e t e e n t h century. 
They r e t a i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l l i n e s and much of t h e i r d e t a i l , i n c l u d i n g l a r g e 
6-over-6-sash windows, and a t #37-41, f u l l - l e n g t h s i d e l i g h t s a t t h e 
shallow-pedimented e n t r y . A p a i r of charming l a t e Gothic Revival cross-gabled 
cottages, probably both b u i l t i n the e a r l y 1870's by the same carpenter, stand 
across t h e s t r e e t a t #s 22 and 34. They are trimmed w i t h pierced-work verge 
boarding and porches w i t h chamfered posts and d e c o r a t i v e brackets. #34 has one of 
the few s u r v i v i n g p a t t e r n e d - s l a t e r o o f s i n Concord. #42-44 Thoreau S t r e e t i s 
t y p i c a l late-1870's cross-gabled "upright-and-wing" house w i t h two-story bay windows 
and, under the gables, pointed-arched windows. I t has been a l t e r e d by t h e a d d i t i o n 
of a l a r g e modern glassed s t o r e f r o n t . (Cent.) 

-

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE • see continuation sheet 
Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this area relates to the historical development of the commu­
nity. 

I n s p i t e of the presence of a r a i l r o a d depot from t h e l a t e 1840's on, house 
development on lower Thoreau S t r e e t began s l o w l y . The f i r s t block acquired i t s 
f i r s t houses a t l e a s t two decades before the s e c t i o n t o t h e south, then s t i l l p a r t 
of the Wheeler farm, was b u i l t up. Of the t h r e e houses here on the west s i d e , the 
house nearest Main S t r e e t , #14, i s t h e l a t e s t i n date. I t was b u i l t i n about 1892 
as a r e n t a l house by Mrs. Susan U n d e r h i l l , then owner of the l a r g e double house t h a t 
f o r m e r l y stood j u s t n o r t h of i t on the corner of Main S t r e e t . I t was l a t e r 

1 purchased by Miss E d i t h Buck, a former tenant of t h e double house. She was a 
seamstress and m i l l i n e r , and f o r many years her shop was l o c a t e d i n Friend's Block 
a t the corner of Main and Walden S t r e e t s . The p a i r of Gothic Revival cottages a t #s 
22 and 34 were some of the l a s t investment p r o p e r t i e s constructed by W i l l i a m 
Munroe, J r . i n t h e e a r l y 1870's before he died. Mr. Munroe (see #185 Main S t r e e t ) 
owned much r e a l e s t a t e a t Concord center, and put up many houses, cottages, and 
double-houses f o r s a l e or t o r e n t . Among the p r o p e r t i e s and areas he developed were 
Bow S t r e e t , and t h i s e n t i r e block between Main, Thoreau, Belknap and Cottage 
S t r e e t s . (Cont.) 

»: 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or R E F E R E N C E S • see continuation sheet 

Maps and a t l a s e s : 1871, 1875, 1889, 1893, 1906; Sanborn Maps from 1903. 
Town assessor's records. 
Town d i r e c t o r i e s . 
Concord Chronicle. 
Keyes/Tolman. 
Int e r v i e w s w i t h owners, 1991. 

• Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement form. 
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CONCORD Thoreau/ Belknap Sts. 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
80 Boylston S t r e e t 

Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

Area(s) Form No. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION, cont. 
Among the group of f o u r l a t e r houses on Belknap S t r e e t are a small C o l o n i a l Revival 
gable-end and a Dutch C o l o n i a l Revival house of the 1920's, a l a r g e stucco 
gambrel-roofed gable-end of ca. 1895 a t #62, and a t #68, a r a r e example i n 
Concord of a ca. 1900 clapboard and s h i n g l e l a t e Queen Anne house w i t h i n s e t porches 
and p a r a l l e l facade gables. 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE, cont. 
Mr. Munroe soon s o l d #22 t o Addison Fay, then president of the American 
Powdermills a t West Concord (see #93 Monument S t r e e t . ) Mr. Fay d i e d i n 1873, but 
h i s mother-in-law, Mrs. Augustus Adams, l i v e d here i n t o the 1880's. I t was also 
e v i d e n t l y occupied i n t h e summers by Mr. Fay's widow "when she came on from the 
west." I n the 1880's one of the tenants was Frank A. Adams, the agent or s e c r e t a r y 
of the American Powder Company. The house was subsequently s o l d t o W i l l i a m A. 
B l a i s d e l l , and was also occupied by Miss Annie B l a i s d e l l . I n 1937 i t was bought by 
the Huston f a m i l y . Mr. Huston was a b u i l d e r , and enlarged the house i n 1945-46. 

#34 was rented out t o Edward G. Reynolds f o r several years. He was a bookeeper 
and a r e l a t i o n of t h e Rev. G r i n d a l l Reynolds of #276 Main S t r e e t . By 1885 t h e house 
was occupied by butcher A l f r e d Bowman, who c a r r i e d on h i s business i n two 
o u t b u i l d i n g s on the p r o p e r t y . A f t e r W i l l i a m Munroe's death t h i s house was i n the 
hands of the L i b r a r y Corporation f o r some years. I t was e v e n t u a l l y s o l d t o P h i l i p 
McManus, who owned i t through a t l e a s t 1906. 

W i l l i a m Munroe apparently b u i l t the l a t e r house a t #42/44 Thoreau S t r e e t , as 
w e l l . Constructed i n t h e l a t e 1870's, he rented i t t o George E. Houghton, who had a 
market f o r many years. He had l e f t Concord by 1896, and among the l a t e r tenants of 
the house were Herbert W. Blanchard, a lumber dealer i n Boston, and A l v o r d Rose, a 
v e t e r i n a r i a n . 

At l e a s t one of the f o u r b u i l d i n g s on the east s i d e of Thoreau, #21, was moved 
i n t o p o s i t i o n . I t was b u i l t on the p r o p e r t y a t #252 Main St r e e t by J u l i u s Smith 
(1823-1912) i n about 1862. Mr. Smith had begun h i s career as a house p a i n t e r , and 
had a s t o r e on Main S t r e e t , as w e l l . He s o l d h i s i n t e r e s t i n the s t o r e i n 1859, and 
i n the 1860's he and B a r z i l l a i Hudson bought a coal and wood business from George 
Prescott. He al s o e s t a b l i s h e d a c a r r i a g e f a c t o r y south of the F i t c h b u r g R a i l r o a d 
S t a t i o n . I n 1865 the house had been purchased by j o u r n a l i s t F r e d e r i c Hudson when 
he came t o Concord around t h e time of the C i v i l War. Mr. Hudson, who had been 
e d i t o r of The New York Herald d u r i n g t h e war years, was one of the founders of the 
Associated Press. He l i v e d i n the house u n t i l h i s death i n 1875. I n 1891 or 1892 
h i s son Woodward Hudson had the house moved here t o t h e rear of the o l d West 
Primary Schoolhouse l o t , which he had acquired i n 1887 i n a t r a d e w i t h the town f o r 
the Hubbard S t r e e t l o t on which the Hunt Gymnasium now stands. Mr. Hudson had the 
(Cont.) 
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fa Wi-Vfo 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE, cont. 
schoolhouse moved o f f the p r o p e r t y (see #440 Main S t r e e t , ) and apparently subdivided 
the l o t . H o r a t i o Richardson erected h i s residence on the f r o n t of the l o t (see #277 
Main S t r e e t , ) and Hudson s o l d the rear s e c t i o n , w i t h t h i s b u i l d i n g , t o Robertson 
James i n 1892. He rented i t out f o r several years, and a f t e r h i s death i t was 
purchased by Walter M. and Anne Rush, i n 1924. I t had a s e r i e s of tenants f o r many 
years t h e r e a f t e r . 

The two small double-cottages a t #s 27/29 and 37-41 (Keyes c a l l s them " I r i s h " 
c o t t a g e s ) , i f not moved from elsewhere, were probably b u i l t s h o r t l y a f t e r t h e middle of 
the n i n e t e e n t h century. They were owned f o r years by members of the Gleason 
f a m i l y — a c c o r d i n g t o Tolman #27/29 belonged e a r l y i n t h i s century t o Dennis Gleason 
and #37-41 t o Thomas Gleason, a gateman a t the F i t c h b u r g R a i l r o a d crossing across the 
s t r e e t . Both are shown t h e r e as e a r l y as 1886; i n 1875 #37-41 i s shown under the name 
of E. Coughlin. I n 1906 the two cottages were a l s o occupied by Catherine Gleason, 
a music teacher, and Margaret Gleason, a seamstress. 

At the northeast corner of Thoreau and Belknap, (#43 Thoreau/74 Belknap) i s another 
former house, now h i g h l y a l t e r e d t o a modern f u n e r a l home. I t o r i g i n a l l y faced south, 
and was b u i l t s h o r t l y a f t e r the r a i l r o a d came through, probably i n the l a t e 1840's. I t 
was l a t e r owned and occupied by Jacob B. Farmer. Four other houses on Belknap j u s t 
east of Thoreau were a l l b u i l t a f t e r 1893. The f i r s t was #62, b u i l t i n ca. 1895 when 
t h i s s e c t i o n of Belknap was s t i l l c a l l e d R a i l r o a d Lane. I t belonged t o boot- and 
shoe-dealer Maurice McWalter, who had a shop i n Brown's Block on the Milldam. He 
l a t e r became a lawyer. #68, probably b u i l t ca. 1900, was the house of mail agent 
Thomas Powers. Two l a t e r houses, #s 53 and 61 were b u i l t on the south s i d e i n 
the 1920*s. Both stand on l o t s carved out of the l a r g e p r o p e r t y of James Garty of 60 
Middle S t r e e t . #53 was owned by Emily G. Whitney, widow of George S. Whitney of 
the Whitney Coal and Grain Company a t West Concord. He may have l i v e d here f o r a very 
s h o r t time before h i s death i n 1924. 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
80 Boylstan S t r e e t 

Boston, Massachusetts 02116 
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A A mi' 63/ <HO 

MHC #/ 
Parcel # 

Address 
AREA DATA SHEET 

description date condition 

'Asterisk [*] indicates property is also covered on an individual form.) 

* 
G9-773 

65/ 
G9-776 

G9-774 

G9-775 

*Q 3<i 

G9-734 

G9-783 

G9-739 

G9-782 

638-
G9-741 

631 
G9-781 

G9-742 

53 Belknap Street - Colonial Revival gable-end cottage 1924 
\ Wide clapboard: concrete foundation. 

excel lent 

61 Belknap Street - Dutch Colonial Revival 
Clapboard; rubble foundation. 

ca. 1925 good 

62 Belknap Street - Col. Revival gambrel-roofed house ca. 1895 good 
Stucco: brick foundation. 

66 Belknap Street - Late Queen Anne ca. 1900 good 
Clapboard and shingle; rubble foundation. 

14 Thoreau Street - Shingle Style ca. 1892 good 
Shingle and clapboard; rubble foundation. 

21 Thoreau Street - Eclectic Victorian 
Clapboard; brick foundation. 

22 Thoreau Street - Gothic Revival 
Synthetic siding; brick foundation. 

2-9/31 Thoreau Street - Vernacular Victorian 
"story-and-a-half" cottage. 
Synthetic siding; brick foundation. 

ca. 1862 good 

ca. 1872 fair 

mid-19th C. fair 

* 34 Thoreau Street - Gothic Revival 
Clapboard; brick foundation; patterned 
slate roof. 

37-41 Thoreau Street - Vernacular Victorian 
"story-and-a-half" cottage. 
Clapboard; brick foundation. 

42/44"Thoreau Street - Italianate 
Clapboard; brick foundation. 

ca. 1872 good 

mid-19th C. fair 

late 1870's fair 
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